I am a concerned resident of Toronto. I am calling on a reduction of the police force budget by 10%, at the very least. The Toronto police budget is unreasonably large and in a city that prides itself on a peaceful reputation of coexistence, the overrepresentation of the police in the city’s budget is a shame to us all. With just 10% of the police budget (let me remind you all, in the realm of 100 million dollars), we could fix and begin to address actual problems, like more affordable housing, better transit, rehabilitation of criminals. In a city this large and this modern, there is very little actual need for such a large police force. Police officers have often claimed that they are not specialists in mental issues or outreach work. Fine. Let our tax money pay people who are. Toronto is a modern city and needs modern solutions, not ones steeped in a tradition of brutality and oppression.

